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OPINIONS

LCHS Baseball Camp
focuses on fundamentals

Jake Cantrell
Columnist

By Jake Cantrell
The Nugget

Dodging
the dead
week blues
I

usually have the same problem.
It’s a problem so prevalent that I’ve began to just accept
it. In part because, well, this is a
good problem to have.
The problem is, in Lumpkin
County, on a weekly basis there’s
just too much sports going on to
cover everything. Like I said, a
good problem.
As you’ve gotten to know me
over the past six months since I
took over the sports section, you
may have realized that I don’t like
to miss anything. I learned that
no matter how bad I want to, it’s
impossible to be at an away soccer
game and a home baseball game
at the same time when they’re
scheduled to play at the same
time. Part of the job is not necessarily being at every single game
or match, but being able to still
find out what happened while you
were covering something else. It’s
a bit of a juggling act, but one I enjoy.
And then there’s dead week.
And it hits you just that suddenly. One minute all is well, the
next leaves you scrambling for
anything you can find.
Or maybe it just hits rookie
sports reporters that way. Or maybe it’s because this year, there’s
not one but two dead weeks, with
one being the very first week of
summer. (Not cool, GHSA.)
Either way, there I was, in the
midst of dead week with no where
to turn but to empty fields and
courts. I didn’t have time to prepare, dead week is here and it’s
very dead.
I was reminded on Monday just
how important those dead weeks
are by a very busy parent of a
two-sport athlete at LCHS, who
let me know real quickly that she
very much enjoyed dead week as
it’s the only time they could ever
sneak in a vacation. In fact, while
that week is a major cause of
stress for me to find what to write
about, I realized that it’s the only
week there isn’t stress for these
parents and student athletes. Alright, I can concede that the world
doesn’t revolve solely around your
beloved sports writer. I’ll take on
this one week of stress to take one
for the team. (Not all heroes wear
capes, they say.)
But I cannot stress to you just
how happy I was when I went
to cover the little kids baseball
camp, chronicled to the right, and
saw not only the familiar faces I
expected to see running the camp,
but an abundance of other familiar faces there as well, putting in
work in their own sports.
Because summer time is a dangerous game for sports reporters.
Dead week just might be the most
dangerous game of all.
And round two is just around
the corner, although this time I’m
more prepared.
So with that, I call upon all
athletes of Lumpkin County. If
you’re doing anything athletic this summer, I’d love to hear
about it. Whether it’s with a team
at the high school or old buddies
at Yahoola Creek Park, a camp or
a clinic, I’m interested. Are you
a hardened triathlete like Thomas Odom? Or just an occasional
weekend warrior on the ultimate
frisbee field such as myself and
Publisher Matt? Regardless, I’m
dying to know. (Get it, dying, because dead week? Maybe? No?)
Alright I’ll get out, but seriously, tell me about your athletic
activity by emailing communitynews@thedahloneganugget.
com and you just might find me
out at your next pickup game.
Especially if it’s June 28
through July 4.
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Kaden Gordon shows off his arm as the campers
warmed up to begin the day. The Lil’ Indians Baseball
Camp put on by LCHS Baseball hosted Gordon and 54
others for the three day camp last week.

From throwing and
catching to learning how to
hit and pitch, LCHS Baseball Head Coach Jonathan
Gastley focused on putting
the fun in fundamentals
during the Lil’ Indians
Baseball Camp held last
week.

“Always make sure
when you’re on the diamond, make sure you’re
having fun,” Gastley told
the campers as a lasting
message before they left on
the final day.
The camp was held Monday through Wednesday
at the LCHS Baseball field
and although sometimes
hindered by rain, the 55
campers given plenty of in-

struction to help improve
their skills.
“I learned “feeding the
horse” and the eight steps
of hitting,” Brody Tanner
said following the camp.
For Eli Tritt, who says
he enjoys baseball “because, it’s challenging and
it’s the most American
sport you can get,” his fa-

See Baseball camp, 8B

ROPING,
RIDING &
WRANGLING
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Landon Marler was one of many cowboy and cowgirl competitors that put their roping and riding skills to the test at the Mountain
Top Rodeo at R Ranch in the Mountains on Friday, June 11 and Saturday, June 12.

Mountain Top Rodeo
returns to R Ranch for
32nd installment
By Jake Cantrell
The Nugget
Cowboys and Cowgirls
from as far away as Hico,
Texas and as local as

Dahlonega competed this
weekend during the 32nd
Annual Mountain Top Rodeo at R Ranch in the Mountains.
Put on by 4L and Diamond S Rodeo, Dahlonega
played host to two days of
roping, riding and wrangling.
Following
Saturday’s
Opening
Ceremonies,
Dustin Smith opened the
action with Bareback Riding, scoring a 76 which held

on to be the high score of
the night. Lane Rowland
also completed the ride,
scoring a 72 as a result and
coming in second.
In the Saddle Bronc competition, Landon Marler
took the high score of the
night with a 71, while the
bucking of his horse sent
his hat high-flying into the
dirt. Marler was the only
rider of the night that managed to qualify for a score
by completing the ride.

In steer wrestling, it was
Cord Webb that took the
fastest time of the night,
leaping from his horse
and wrestling his steer to
the ground in 7.2 seconds.
Christian Cagle also managed to take down his steer,
doing so in 10.0 seconds to
claim the second best time
from Saturday.
Next was team roping
where teams of two competitors work together,

See Rodeo, 2B

GOLD MINE WORLD SERIES

Lumpkin hosts massive travel baseball tournament
By Jake Cantrell
The Nugget

Dahlonega was the perfect place to
host this type of event. After eight
months of planning with Tourism
Director Sam McDuffie, Lumpkin
County Development Authority Director Rebecca Mincey and Parks
& Recreation Manager Wade Chandler, Blitz and his team were able to
bring the tournament to Lumpkin
County.
“Without their help, this couldn’t
have come together,” he said.
“They’ve been instrumental.”
McDuffie said the tournament is
helpful from a tourism perspective
as well.
“The tournament brought a lot
of future visitors to our area and
who stayed, shopped, and played in
Dahlonega and Lumpkin County,”
he said. “...I feel it was well received
and introduced a lot of new to guest
to Dahlonega and Lumpkin CounJake Cantrell/The Nugget ty...We hope that the Gold Mine
Landon Rogers of Lumpkin’s 11U Indian Outlaws connects with a pitch World Series will consider our comduring The Gold Mine World Series this past weekend in Dahlonega. munity for future tournaments.”

With games happening across
nine different fields all over Lumpkin County, Dahlonega played host
to 53 Travel Baseball teams, ranging from 9U to 14U, for RBI Tournaments Inaugural Gold Mine World
Series.
The event, which is the first of its
kind in Lumpkin County, was estimated to have drawn around 3,500
people for the weekend, with games
from Thursday to Sunday.
“It’s been really good because
Yahoola Creek Park has enough
fields and then we’re also using the
Lumpkin County High School Baseball and Softball fields,” said RBI
Tournaments founder Greg Blitz
said. “...From a logistics standpoint,
it’s been great because they have all
the fields here for the right sizes we
need for each age group.”
RBI Tournaments is based The Indian Outlaws were one of four Lumpkin based teams competing
in Cumming, however Blitz felt in the 53 team tournament hosted in Lumpkin County last week.

Subscribe today by calling 706-864-3613. |

See Travel baseball, 3B
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SPORTS
GOLD MINE WORLD SERIES

Travel baseball tournament hosted in Lumpkin County
Continued from Page 1B
And from the sound of it,
The Gold Mine World Series
could become an annual tradition for the county’s baseball scene.
“I think the idea is to
make this an annual event,”
Blitz said. “This is the perfect
time of year to do this so we’ll
definitely be back next year
assuming that they want us
back...From everything I’m
hearing, I think we’ll have
more next year because they
loved it and they all tell me
The Nuggetthey’re going to spread the
word.”
For Anthony Sullens, head
coach of the 11U Lumpkin
County Indian Outlaws, he’d
be happy to have an event of
this caliber multiple times a
summer in Lumpkin County.

“It’s obviously good for the
competition level. Lumpkin
County needs this,” Sullens
said. “We need a lot of this,
the more the better.”
Sullens and his team
were one of four to represent
Lumpkin County in the tournament, joined by the 10U
and 12U Gold City Braves and
the 14U Lumpkin Miners.
“There’s four of us hometown teams in it and I’ve
watched all four teams play
throughout the tournament
and there’s great competition
here. There’s 53 teams total
so it’s awesome that we have
it. I’d love to see one or two,
possibly even three every
season.”
The Indian Outlaws won
their final game on Saturday
in thrilling fashion, holding
off a furious comeback by the
Greenheads from Coving-

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Lumpkin County Board of Commissioners
will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, July 6,
2021 immediately following the 4:00 pm Work
Session in the Commissioners Boardroom, 99
Courthouse Hill, Dahlonega, GA 30533. The
purpose of the public hearing is to conduct the
Planned Unit Development (PUD) process for
Northeast Georgia Health System, to be located
on or about the southeastern end of Hwy 400 &
Hwy 60, Dahlonega, GA 30533, as per Chapter
27, Sec. 27-73 – PUD. The public is encouraged
to attend. (Tax Parcel 083-305)
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Trenten Sullens gets into a pitch during a game with his team, the 11U Lumpkin Indian Outlaws, during The Gold Mine
World Series presented by RBI Tournaments and hosted by Dahlonega this past weekend. The Indian Outlaws won
their Saturday game in dramatic fashion, holding on for a 10-9 victory.
ton, to win 10-9 heading into
bracket play with a 2-1 record.
The Indian Outlaws ended
their tournament on Sunday
losing 6-3 to the Greenheads.
The 10U Gold City Braves
battled back from a tough
first two days of the tourna-

ment to an undefeated Saturday, winning their first game
of the day 7-4 before tying 8-8
to head into bracket play with
offensive momentum. However, the Gold City Braves were
unable to keep the runs coming on Sunday, falling 15-0 to

end their tournament run.
The 12U Gold City Braves
came out swinging, scoring
26 runs in their first two
games of the weekend while
allowing only one run in opposition. Heading into Saturday, the momentum ran out

as the team dropped its final
two games of the weekend.
For more info on RBI
Tournaments, visit rbitournaments.com.

DAHLONE G A
INVITATION TO BID
STRIPING AND MARKING VARIOUS
CITY STREETS IN DAHLONEGA, GEORGIA
LMIG OSS PROJECT #2021-013
The City of Dahlonega is requesting sealed bids for striping and marking of
various city streets.
A bid bond in the amount not less than 5% of the total bid amount is required
for this project.
Bids will be received by the City of Dahlonega, Purchasing Department, 465
Riley Road, Dahlonega, Georgia 30533 until 2:00 PM local time on Tuesday, July
27, 2021. Late bids will not be considered nor returned. Bids will be formally
accepted and acknowledged at the City Hall by staﬀ personnel.
The bid documents and speciﬁcations are available for inspection at the City Hall
located at 465 Riley Road, Dahlonega, Georgia (Phone 706-864-6133) and on the
City’s website at www.dahlonega.gov.
Bids may not be withdrawn for ninety (90) days after the time and date set for
closing, except as allowed by O.C.G.A. §13-10-22. The City reserves the right to
reject any or all bids, to award a contract in the best interest of the City, and to
waive any technicalities and informalities.

Lumpkin County
Request for Proposals
#2021-004 YAHOOLA CREEK PARK STREET LIGHTS
DEADLINE:
July 2, 2021 AT 2:00 PM, EST
The Lumpkin County Board of Commissioners is seeking qualified firms to develop a
plan for street lighting in Yahoola Creek Park and to provide for the installation of the
lighting system.
A pre-proposal conference will be held on June 22, 2021 at 11:00am in the Administration Building First Floor Conference Room, 99 Courthouse Hill, Dahlonega, GA 30533.
Questions in reference to this RFP should be in writing to the Lumpkin County Purchasing Agent, Ryan McDuffie at ryan.mcduffie@lumpkincounty.gov or faxed to 706482-2201 before 12:00 PM, EST on June 24, 2021. All questions will be answered by
addenda no later than 5:00 PM, EST, June 28, 2021.
Sealed proposals will be received by the Lumpkin County Board of Commissioners,
Purchasing Department, 99 Courthouse Hill, Suite D; Dahlonega, Georgia 30533 until
2:00 PM, EST on July 2, 2021. The outside of the container should be marked with the
appropriate number and title corresponding to this RFP. Late proposals will not be
considered nor returned.
The proposal documents and specifications are available for inspection at the Lumpkin County Purchasing Department, 99 Courthouse Hill, Suite D, Dahlonega, Georgia;
phone 706-482-2552 and on the County website, www.lumpkincounty.gov under
Bids & Solicitations.
Proposals may not be withdrawn for sixty (60) days after the time and date set for closing, except as allowed by OCGA. Lumpkin County reserves the right to reject any and
all proposals, to waive any technicalities, to waive any informality, to reject portions of
the proposal, and to award contracts in a manner consistent with the interest of Lumpkin County and the laws of the State of Georgia.
PROPOSAL DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE LUMPKIN COUNTY, GEORGIA WEBSITE, www.lumpkincounty.gov UNDER BIDS & SOLICITATIONS.

@dahlonegamainstreet
Dahlonega Main Street Program & DDA
dahlonegadda.org

